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YAMATJI NATION INDIGENOUS LAND USE AGREEMENT 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.47 pm]: Last Friday was a historic day in 
the midwest with the signing of the historic Indigenous land use agreement between the Yamatji native title group 
and the Western Australian government, signed indeed by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Hon Ben Wyatt. It 
was a historic day and a unique set of circumstances in which the Yamatji Nation Indigenous Land Use Agreement 
will inject almost half a billion dollars over several years into the native title community. It was signed and 
a determination reached by the Federal Court. 
By way of background, in 2017, the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs offered to enter into an alternative settlement 
arrangement to settle native title across approximately 48 000 square kilometres in the midwest. Prior to this, 
two years was spent by the Federal Court resolving numerous overlaps among claims in the region. The separate 
proceeding area as defined by the court consists of four native title claims: Southern Yamatji, Mullewa Wadjari, 
Widi Mob and the Hutt River. In 2019, the Yamatji nation’s claim was filed over the entire separate proceeding 
area, illustrating the unity of all Yamatji people within the SPA. 
Negotiations were undertaken in the Federal Court and traditional owners were represented by 12 representatives, 
who form the traditional owner negotiation team. If no agreement had been reached by July 2019, the matter was 
to be referred to trial. The Yamatji Nation Indigenous Land Use Agreement was authorised by all five claim groups 
in December 2019. Negotiations for the state were led by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, with legal 
representation by the State Solicitor’s Office and input from relevant government departments. Last Friday, 
7 February 2020, the Federal Court determined the claims by consent and the ILUA was formally executed. 
What this means to the Yamatji people of the midwest is an enduring benefits package to facilitate self-determination, 
a long-term economic independence for Yamatji people, a comprehensive economic development package to 
stimulate economic development in the midwest region, full and final settlement of the native title claims in the 
area and resolution of any compensation liability incurred by the state government. The settlement package is the 
most innovate and diverse native title settlement entered into nationally. 
The PRESIDENT: Member, before you go on, can you cite the document you are referring to? 
Hon DARREN WEST: Absolutely, Madam President. This a Department of the Premier and Cabinet document 
that was given to me and is now publicly available with all the correct detail of the claim. I just wanted to make 
sure that I had all the legal and important information correct on the public record. 
This means that native title and interests will now be surrendered except for specific parcels of land across the 
midwest. There will be significant benefits for both the Aboriginal and the wider community in the midwest, with 
about a $442 million regional stimulus and economic package. I am very proud to be part of the McGowan 
government that has advanced and been able to bring this settlement to a conclusion. I acknowledge the great work 
of Minister Wyatt and, of course, all the traditional owners and claimants in the midwest for being able to come 
together and reach this historic agreement. It is a great day for the midwest and for Yamatji people right across the 
area. There will be significant benefits to the Yamatji community and the Aboriginal people to acknowledge the 
heritage and culture of the area, which is, of course, significant. There will be great benefits in retaining that culture 
in many of the reserves and natural conservation areas that will be managed by the Yamatji people in the future. 
I think it is significant. I am just sorry I was not able to be in Geraldton for the signing, but there was a very good 
mood in the community and the town. Everyone is delighted to have this claim reached. It is a significant day. We 
all understand that we need to work now more closely with our Aboriginal communities so that we can get great 
and fairer outcomes for everyone. 

House adjourned at 5.51 pm 
__________ 
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